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I am also proud of other programs 

that take place throughout the year to 
encourage reading. In October 1998, 
Congress passed the Reading Excel-
lence Act to provide competitive read-
ing and literacy grants to states. The 
purpose of the program is to help high- 
need schools teach children to read in 
their early childhood years. In addition 
to classroom instruction, the program 
helps teachers to improve their teach-
ing. It also expands the number of 
high-quality family literacy programs, 
works with local and national organi-
zations to ensure that children have 
access to books, and provides early lit-
eracy assistance for children with read-
ing difficulties. 

Last August, Massachusetts was one 
of only 17 states to receive funds under 
this competitive grant. The Massachu-
setts Department of Education distrib-
uted these funds to local school dis-
tricts throughout the State. The pro-
gram builds on the America Reads ini-
tiative. In 1996, President Clinton and 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton de-
signed a new effort to call national at-
tention to child literacy by proposing 
the ‘‘America Reads Challenge,’’ which 
encourages colleges and universities to 
earmark a portion of their Work-Study 
funds for college students willing to 
serve as literacy tutors. Institutions of 
higher education across Massachusetts 
are already creating strong ties with 
surrounding communities, and partici-
pation in the initiative enhances those 
relationships. Today, over 1,000 col-
leges and universities across the coun-
try are committed to the President’s 
‘‘America Reads Work Study Pro-
gram,’’ and 73 of these institutions are 
in Massachusetts. I’m proud of the 
strong national commitment that we 
are making to help every child read 
well. By working together, we can 
make a significant difference for chil-
dren across the country. 

Last year I celebrated ‘‘Read Across 
America Day’’ with students from 
Squantum Elementary School in Mas-
sachusetts. The students and teachers 
have an excellent slogan—‘‘Drop Ev-
erything and Read.’’ For at least 15 
minutes a day, the school does just 
that. But if we truly want to help all 
children learn to read early and well, 
every day should be Read Across Amer-
ica Day.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LARRY AHRENS 
∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise 
to pay tribute to Larry Ahrens, a man 
who has become an institution in Albu-
querque. This week he celebrates his 
20th anniversary as morning host on 
770 KOB, one of the best-known radio 
stations in New Mexico. Larry’s radio 
career has spanned much of my own 
Senate career, and we have developed a 
wonderful friendship and working rela-
tionship over the past two decades. 

There is something comforting about 
turning on the radio and hearing the 

same recognizable voice welcoming the 
day. For thousands of New Mexicans, 
Larry has become that reassuring de-
liverer of news, commentary and other 
interesting and entertaining informa-
tion. It hardly seems like 20 years have 
lapsed since Larry first addressed KOB 
listeners and endeared himself to us 
with his level-headed take on life in Al-
buquerque and the Land of Enchant-
ment. 

Larry Ahrens took over New Mexi-
co’s most high-profile radio job as 
morning host on 770 KOB on March 3, 
1980. But he began his career in his na-
tive southern California. 

A job offer in Roswell brought Larry 
to the New Mexico airwaves in late 
1972. Apparently his talent was clear 
even then, as an El Paso station owner 
traveling through Roswell heard Larry 
on the air and ended up offering him a 
job. Ahrens spent two and a half years 
in El Paso before coming back to New 
Mexico to begin his long run as host of 
KOB’s morning show. 

Over the years, I’ve observed that a 
lot of radio personalities come and go. 
Larry has been a steady and reliable 
fixture on KOB, which I attribute to 
the fact that his show mirrors the com-
munity. He has served New Mexico 
with integrity, opening his mike to air 
the views of the day—whether they 
come from young mothers on Albu-
querque’s West Side, retirees in the 
Heights, or even the occasional politi-
cian. 

Part of Larry’s appeal is linked to 
the fact that his job is more than shar-
ing with New Mexicans between 5:30 
and 10:00 a.m. Like so many others, I 
appreciate Larry as an active member 
of the community and a key supporter 
of important civic causes. One example 
is Larry’s annual golf tournament for 
the University of New Mexico’s aca-
demic scholarship program, now in its 
18th year. He has raised more than 
$600,000 to give scores of New Mexico 
students an opportunity to continue 
their education. 

Larry and the morning show he hosts 
play a welcome role in the day-to-day 
lives of many New Mexicans. Where 
once I could only enjoy Larry’s broad-
casts when in New Mexico, I am 
pleased that technology is now so ad-
vanced that I can listen to his show 
live on the Internet. It’s almost like 
being home. 

Times may have changed since Larry 
first took to the airwaves, but his pres-
ence has remained constant for 20 
years. Today, I think it would be fair 
to say Larry reigns as the premiere 
morning show host in Albuquerque. 

Mr. President, I congratulate Larry 
Ahrens on this career milestone, and 
salute his contributions to New Mexico 
throughout his impressive career. Fi-
nally, I add my voice to those thou-
sands and thousands of New Mexicans 
who look forward to tuning into the 
radio to hear Larry’s show for years to 
come.∑ 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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6-MONTH PERIODIC REPORT ON 
THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
WITH RESPECT TO IRAQ—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT— 
PM 88 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the 

National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1641(c) and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I trans-
mit herewith a 6-month periodic report 
on the national emergency with re-
spect to Iraq that was declared in Exec-
utive Order 12722 of August 2, 1990. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 1, 2000. 
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2000 TRADE POLICY AGENDA AND 
THE 1999 ANNUAL REPORT ON 
THE TRADE AGREEMENTS PRO-
GRAM—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT—PM 89 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 
To The Congress of the United States: 

As required by section 163 of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 
U.S.C. 2213), I transmit herewith the 
2000 Trade Policy Agenda and 1999 An-
nual Report on the Trade Agreements 
Program. The Report, as required by 
sections 122, 124, and 125 of the Uruguay 
Round Agreements Act, includes the 
Annual Report on the World Trade Or-
ganization and a 5-year assessment of 
the U.S. participation in the World 
Trade Organization. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 1, 2000. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:11 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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